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What can I say, but what a year? 
All the cliches about not seeing 
pandemic coming, the worse 
year this century, a 
game-changer, etc., have been 
used by people far more 
knowledgable and eloquent than 
me. So, I won?t even try to 
compete. Suffice it to say the 
Owners Clubhouse has risen to 

the challenge, regrouped and survived.

Despite all the difficulties, after the initial lockdown, the 
Committee and Joaquin took a deep breath, reorganised 
and got on with serving owners, while respecting the 
frequent and oft-changing national and regional 
COVID-19 regulations. Though recent weeks this has 
included a takeaway service, many owners commenting 
on the excellent standard of the dishes on offer. Plus, 
making plans to offer two x three-course turkey dinners, 
with all the trimmings, including a bottle of wine, for just 
?50 on Christmas and Boxing Day.

What ?rules? will apply at Christmas and on New Year?s 
have not been announced, but one way or another festive 

fare will be on offer. If 
outside, many will have 
seen that numerous gas 
patio heaters have 
appeared on the terrace 
over the last week or 
two. So, whatever 
happens, we?ll do our 
best to stay open and 
keep people warm and 
cosy.

This year Bridgette Field 
and her helpers will be 
decorating Christmas 
trees and preparing the 

Clubhouse for the festive season. Our thanks to them for 
generous help and also giving their time so freely.

Events Director Gill 
Schofield and 
Joaquin have been 
working hard, even 
though organising 
things has been 
more difficult than 
usual. Nonetheless, 
the Anglican Bishop 
of Spain, Carlos Lopez Lozano, held a communion 
service last September, while Gill has also organised for 
Laly Garcia (known to many as a singer at the Piano Bar, 
but perhaps unknown as a qualified language teacher), 
to give Spanish lessons in 2021.

The Owners Clubhouse sponsor's the El Buen 
Samaritano charity in Cartagena and were pleased to 
help Eileen Dunmore and Dorle Gehmacher, with their 
annual food donation session in the Clubhouse car park 
on Sunday, 15th November. The ladies and their helpers 
collected an impressive circa 800 kilos of food.

I must not forget to mention our sponsors, whose 
support through the year has been truly appreciated and 
we look forward to working with them next year.

Finally, even with the current uncertainties, may I wish all 
owners and their families a appy Christmas and a very  
prosperous New Year.

Best wishes,

Stewart Harris, Clubhouse Chairman.
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After having been to see several possible venues, the 
Owner?s Clubhouse topped the list. We had several 
meetings with Joaquin to discuss the menu. He even 
suggested that we should try some of the dishes he 
was recommending, as not all of them were on his 
regular menu. As for wine selection, it was never going 
to be easy, so we had to endure lots of tasting! Joaquin 
also took care of the room and table decorations. Our 
only guideline were that our clothes were blue and 
white, and the decorations must be complimentary.

The day started very badly! We went to the notary with 
our family members for the ceremony, only to find he 
had forgotten to prepare the necessary documents. 
So, we had to endure a two-hour delay! Fortunately, 
Joaquin and team took good care of our guests.

When we finally arrived at the Clubhouse, the first 
surprise was seeing the dining room and the beautiful 
way in which it had been decorated. We couldn?t have 
expected anything nicer. The food, the wines and the 
atmosphere were superb. Our guests were delighted.

All in all it was a perfect day and this text is to once 
again to thank Joaquin and team for being so attentive 
to our needs, and also helping make our wedding the 
most magical day of our lives.

 SO MANY GOOD MEMORIES
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Abbie Delamare: In February 2017, I hit 60! I wanted to 
celebrate this milestone with good friends. The venue 
wasn?t a difficult decision; there was only one place I 
wanted it to be, the Owners Clubhouse at the La 
Manga Club resort. 

I didn?t want a typical fancy dress party. So, I asked my 
guests who their heroes were over the last sixty years, 
and to come dressed as them on the night? Wow, did 
they step up to the mark! I celebrated with every 
known super hero; film stars, music legends, sporting 
icons, not to mention security par excellence provided 
by the members of Dad?s Army.

As always Joaquin and his staff provided delicious 
food, and excellent service, nothing was missing, other 
than Tom Jones, alias Joaquin Valencia. Everyone 

danced (and sang) the 
night away to music 
old and new, again 
provided by the 
Owners Clubhouse.

I couldn?t have wished 
for a more memorable 
sixtieth birthday, a 
view endorsed by all 
who attended, who 
said it was simply the 
?best? night.                      

Alain & Carine Hendrickx: We wanted the most 
important day in our lives to be magical and create 
memories for the rest of our lives. We also wanted to 
pamper our guests and make it a memorable day, and 
a great gastronomical experience for them. But most 
of all, we wanted to enjoy the day without any worries.
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Tudor & Breega 
Gregory: We 
moved to La Manga 
Club in January 
2004 after Tudor 
retired. Initially, we 
kept a house in 
London, but spent 
very little time 
there, as it was 
always La Manga 
Club which really 
felt like home.

Sixteen years on, 
we still spend a lot 
of time travelling, as 

our children live in Dallas/ Texas, Perth/ Australia and 
Plymouth/ UK. Nonetheless, there was only one place 
to hold our Golden Wedding anniversary party and 
that was La Manga Club. So, we started planning well 
before the summer of 2020.

We spent many fun evenings discussing several party 
venues at the resort. However, apart from the beautiful 
El Rancho gardens, the Owners Clubhouse became 
our first choice. How could it not be with Tudor?s 
intimate knowledge of virtually every wine available, 
as a result of helping with the gentlemen?s Wine Club?

The 31st May 2020 date was entered into the 
Clubhouse online diary, as early as December 2019. 
Our families? world-spanning travel arrangements 
booked and their accommodation reserved.

?What shall we wear? became a very popular topic, 
especially if invited to more than one of their many 
celebrations.

Then Covid and lockdown struck! We waited patiently, 
hoping for the best. Still, as deadlines for travel 
cancellations came into play, we realised it was going 
to be the worst and that we would have to cancel.

At the start of May, there was a light on the horizon, 
with the introduction of new social distancing and 
numbers restrictions. Thoughts of cancellation faded, 
and we were optimistic about the possibility of holding 
a party. All be it smaller and simpler, even if sadly our 
two sons and our daughter?s families could not attend.

So, the once in a lifetime Golden Wedding anniversary 
party took place and it was a wonderful evening that 
given a choice no one would have missed for the 
world. Waiters served plates of delicious tapas to 
masked and seated guests, while also topping up wine 
glasses, No glass was left empty for very long!

Many thanks to the Owners Clubhouse and all the 
wonderful friends we have made over the years. We 
feel so blessed. Also thank you, Tudor, for fifty great 
years and counting.
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Ted & Sal ly Francis: Our Favourite Restaurant? The 
Owners? Clubhouse. We have been coming to La 
Manga Club since 1989 and having found our paradise 
in the sun, bought our El Rancho property in 1993. Our 
early recollections of the ?Club? are very different from 
today, but even though the Owners Clubhouse has 
changed over the years, it remains our favourite 
restaurant. In the early days we joined in the famous 
Thursday Scramble and very soon met lots of lovely 
people and enjoyed the evening presentation.

We have so many happy memories of numerous 
special occasions at the Clubhouse. The beautiful part 
is that we can walk there and stagger back home. The 
headaches the following mornings have been worth it 
and trips back to the Clubhouse for their excellent 

coffee have always restored us back to normal!

Our special 
birthdays have 
always been 
celebrated with 
our friends at the 
Clubhouse. So, 
where else 
would we have 
chosen for Fred?s 
90th birthday in 
2018? Some 120 
of our friends and 
family celebrated 
in style. Joaquin 
provided an 
excellent menu, 
fabulous 
decorations and 
a giant cake, 
while good 
friends provided 
a fantastic 
cabaret. You 
won?t be 
surprised to learn 
that we have booked the Clubhouse for Fred?s 100th 
birthday in 2028! We have yet to agree on the menu!

Last year we celebrated my special birthday (I refuse 
to tell you how many years) and Joaquin provided my 
all time favourite dish, namely beautifully presented 

Lobster Thermidor.

Joaquin and his staff have always made us 
so welcome, the food is delicious and the 
service outstanding. Also, in these 
challenging times, we have enjoyed some 
great meals delivered to our door. My only 
complaint is that Joaquin doesn?t come 
back and do the washing up!

We would like to thank the Clubhouse, 
Joaquin and his lovely staff for so many  
happy memories. We look forward to 
many more..

SO MANY GOOD MEMORIES
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Javier and I are doing wonderfully well. Carmen is 
keeping us on our toes, but is a real charmer. So, I?m 
continually bending to her every whim, he he! She?s 
got daddy?s genes and is already almost overtaking 
me in size. She was four months old last week, where 
on earth did the time go?

How are you all doing down there? Are you gearing up 
for festivities and music at Christmas, and the New 
Year or are they all on hold due to COVID-19? I?m 
looking forward to getting back to see you all and 
picking up microphone once again. I?ve already done a 
few gigs up here, but that was before the regional 
government introduced tighter regulations. I can?t wait 
to see the back of this year and this awful virus!!

Sending lots of love from Valencia.

Your favourite Welsh birds :-)

Jenna and  mini Jenna (ak a Carmen).
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It seems a long while since I 

wrote to you in the 

sponsors' newsletter back in 

April. By then, Spain, the UK 

and most of Europe had 

entered into lockdown. 

Regardless, I don't think 

anyone could have 

predicted the challenges 

that everyone would be 

facing through 2020. To 

plagiarise from the Queen's 

Christmas Day speech nearly thirty years ago, 2020 has been 

an 'annus horribilis'. Despite this, during my visits to Spain 

and also La Manga Club, I have been amazed by the 

camaraderie and fortitude displayed by people. On behalf of 

everyone at Missing Links, I would like to offer our heartfelt 

commiserations to those who have been adversely affected 

and to send them our best wishes for the future.

In my second year as owner of Missing Links, I would have 

liked to say that the business has been going from strength 

to strength. However, like many retailers in the area that rely 

on a mostly UK centric customer base, both resident and 

tourist, it has been a challenging year. As spring turned to 

summer, we became re-energised, as it seemed La Manga 

Club would start returning to 'normal' with the resort getting 

busier during July. However, the UK government's 

introduction of new quarantine regulations stopped the 

tourist trade in its tracks, and we have all be living with the 

challenges of this restriction ever since.

Nonetheless, it was pleasing that Missing Links was able to 

sponsor the end of July BBQ at the Owners Clubhouse. The 

evening was a huge success, with many diners completing 

the quiz correctly and claiming their free sausages! I hope 

everyone who attended had as much fun as we did. As 

always, our huge thanks go to Joaquin and his staff for all 

their hard work. Unfortunately, visitor numbers to the resort 

declined through the rest of summer and with COVID rules 

tightening, sadly we had to shelve a repeat event.

As summer turned to autumn, we became very aware of the 

significant impact the pandemic was having on those 

wishing to return to Spain for the winter months. Inevitably, 

this had a knock on effect and impacted on many businesses 

in the area, including Missing Links.
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In this context, it is with regret that we had to make 
some changes to staffing levels at the shop. It is 
always difficult to say goodbye to long-standing 
colleagues, who have become friends. Nonetheless, I 
would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to Roy and Adu who both left in November. I'm 
sure we will all miss their happy personalities and 
consistent focus on excellent customer service; we 
wish them well for the future.

Looking to the future, despite this year's challenges, 
we remain optimistic. We are committed to continuing 
to offer the highest quality and variety of 
produce, together with the outstanding 
customer service that has always been the 
trademark of Missing Links. As we did 
during the 'full lockdown' in the spring, we 
will pivot our business to best meet your 
requirements. We will continue to offer a 
delivery service to all residents within the 
Club; plus be as flexible as possible and 

react to any changes in local rules and legislation. In 
this regard, your feedback is beneficial and always 
welcome as we develop our plans.

I want to reassure everyone that I am committed to 
ensuring Missing Links can serve the community of La 
Manga Club for many years to come. It may not have 
been the start we all expected when we took over the 
business in 2018. However, Steve and I are focusing on 
ensuring that the business does whatever is needed to 
serve your needs best. Our one plea is that, 
notwithstanding these difficult times, everyone 
continues to support thier local businesses, which are 
so important to the successful future of the La Manga 
Club resort and its community.

This point certainly extends to the festive season. I 
appreciate that many of you will be going to local 
restaurants for Christmas lunch and New Year's Eve 
dinner. However, for those of you who are staying at 
home, perhaps with close family, Missing Links will be 
offering a full selection of Christmas produce. The 
choices will include several customer favourites 
imported from the UK. We would be grateful if you 
could let us know your orders by 16th December, so 
that we may ensure we have everything in stock and 
avoid any disappointment.

Finally, from all at Missing Links I would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year. May 2021 be a new start to the 
roaring 20's!

God Bless. Annabel.

MISSING LINKS - 2021, A NEW START
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Hola! My name is Laly; 
some of you may know 
me as a singer and have 
seen me performing La 
Manga Club, where I've 
worked at the Príncipe 
Felipe hotel for eight 
years (in the Piano Bar to 
be precise) and also at 
different private parties 
around the resort. I have 
also had the pleasure to 
sing at the Owners 
Clubhouse: let me say, 
you are one of the best 
audiences I've performed 
before in my whole 
career, dancing from the 
very first song, which is 
something that's very 
much appreciated by 
entertainers.

Throughout my life, I've had two passions, one LANGUAGE 
and the other MUSIC. I have focused one hundred percent on 
both. In this context, I have a degree in English Filology (the 
study of history, literature, grammar, phonology, phonetics, 
poetry, etc.). I started to work as a teacher, and singer, while I 
was studying in Murcia. On reflection, I consider myself a 
fortunate person, as I have been able to make a career out of 
the two things in life that I enjoy most.

Recent months have been tough, and my work as a singer has 
been badly affected. The reason I decided to focus on 
teaching, which is why I am now offering Spanish lessons to 
La Manga Club  owners.

Let me explain something about my approach to teaching 
Spanish. My classes will comprise a maximum of three 
students, all of who will be at the same level in terms of their 
ability to speak Spanish. I will always supply a written 
schedule for each class, setting out what will be covered. For 
example, how to say "I like" in Spanish (Me gusta mucho 
aprender español), practising that verb and vocabulary. Most 
of the time, focusing on speaking, as I don't want to bore you 
with lots of grammar and writing. Rather, my aim to have my 
students conversing in Spanish as soon a possible.

For dedicated learners, I have an extensive library of 

extra exercises, which I will share if you want to work at 
home on the ideas covered in class.

I also like to offer my students the possibility of 
choosing the theme of a class. For example, someone 
may have a doctor's appointment in the weeks ahead 
and would like to review what kind of conversation 
they are going to encounter. I then prepare lessons 
that focus on the phrases that they will most likely hear 
and need to respond to..

As you all know, getting immersed in a country, which 
is not where you were born or have lived most of your 
life, is complicated. It is not only about learning the 
language, but also the becoming familiar with its 
traditions, history and the culture in general. That's why 
I like to share pieces of information and interesting 
facts about Spain in general, and Murcia in particular.

Learning a new language is a fantastic journey, and I'm 
not going to lie, it's sometimes it can be difficult. 
However, when you see the results of your hard work, 
it makes everything worthwhile. Also, remember, I will 
be by your side all the way, helping make the journey 
as productive, easy and fun as possible.

Lessons will be 1-hour duration. In the first month (trial) 
lessons are paid for on a lesson by lesson basis, and 
then in subsequent months, the whole month in 
advance. For further information, please contact me at 
lalygc@hotmail.com  or call on +34 669 578584.
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This year, the 
traditional "back to 
school" looked like 
it was going to be 
challenging. New 
security protocols 
and rigorous 
social distance 
rules threatened 
to dampen the 
students' 
excitement to see 

their classmates and teachers after many months 
apart. However, the "new normal" at King's College 
Murcia has been surprisingly positive: Virtual road 
races, percussion "play-along" competitions and 
constant and fluid online communication between 
parents and teachers, are just some examples of the 

remarkable capacity to adapt that the school and the 
whole community has shown, so as to give the best 
experience to everyone. Stefan Rumistrzewicz, the 
headteacher of the school, explains.

During the lockdown, Kings Col lege Murcia was able 
to switch to onl ine immediately. How did you 
achieve that? Doing this was a challenge. However, 
since the implementation of our digital strategy some 
years ago, we have been prepared from a staff training 
perspective. All our teachers are proficient in the use 

of Google Classroom and other online classroom 
providers, thus making the transition relatively 
seamless. Even so, I must give a great deal of credit to 
my teaching staff and also our ICT support team. Both 
worked tirelessly throughout the lockdown period to 
ensure the online provision maintained our high 
standards and gave our pupils the best experience 
possible.

For this academic year, how did you adapt  to the 
new health and safety protocols? Throughout the 
summer holidays, we created a series of strategic 
plans and protocols to match those imposed by the 
local government. Once prepared, we shared these 
with our whole school community. We were also well 
placed in terms of the school's established Health & 
Safety systems; plus the support received from 
Inspired Group Central Services in Madrid.
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Do you think Kings Col lege Murcia has been able to offer 
the same high-qual ity educat ion, despite the chal lenging 
circumstances? Yes, I believe we have. In the classroom and 
around the school, all protocols are being maintained, and 
pupils are making good progress. Indeed, they are all glad to 
be back, as are we, after so many months away. For those still 
at home, we have also been able to continue offering our 
online provision. Pupils are joining their peers virtually, via 
cameras on staff Chromebooks, or through cameras on the 
ceilings in the classrooms.

Of course, the restrictions have meant that we have had to be 
extremely creative, not least in the Music and PE departments. 
I have been genuinely astounded by how our PE team have 
managed to maintain our inter-house competitions by 
creating new 'COVID-friendly' ones. For example, the 'Virtual 
Road Race' - where pupils send in their GPS-tracked running 
times, or the 'Virtual Fitness Competition', again where pupils 
sent in videos. In Music, as singing is not possible, 
'play-alongs' have been created. Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7) 
singing, has become a significant event, with the whole 
section, socially-distanced, 'bubbles' maintained and on the 
main playground beating rhythms or doing the 'Cup Song' 
(from the film 'Pitch Perfect').

We are very proud of our 
school and always strive to 
maintain the highest 
standards.

How have the students, 
teachers and parents 
adapted to the "new 
normal ity" at  schools? An 
interesting question. Now, 
wearing masks and social 
distancing and so on have 
become very much 
normalised in our 
community. Indeed, the fact 
that I have just used the term, 
'social distancing' and we all 
know what I mean by that 
says it all. There have been 
many positive aspects to the 
new normality, many of 
which we had not 
anticipated.

For example, until now, 
parent presentations would involve inviting parents to come in 
after school and to present to them a particular topic (e.g. 
university entry). Whatever, this would be delivered by a 
member of staff and also translated. Now, we pre-record 
these, showing both the member of staff presenting and the 
presentation itself. We 
also record a separate 
translation. These are 
then made available to 
parents who can watch 
them at their leisure. We 
then provide a Q&A 
session online a few 
days after publication, 
thus giving parents a 
chance to watch the 
presentations and time 
to think about possible 
questions. Feedback 
from parents has been 
overwhelmingly positive 
about this method of 
communication.

KINGS COLLEGE MURCIA
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Jewel l Furniture and Jennifer Blower Interiors, 
independently, have provided a wide range of 
furnishing solutions and design services over 15 years 
to La Manga Club owners, and clients in the 
surrounding area. They have also combined their 
furniture, curtains, soft furnishings and design 

expertise to create schemes for individual rooms, 
complete houses and packages for new properties. In 
early 2019, they decided to share a showroom in the 
centre of Los Belones, which also acts as their working 
studio. It allows them to combine their ideas easily and 
to offer a stress-free, relaxed approach to making their 
client?s houses into truly lovely homes.

Jewel l Furniture: The company 
comprises a small team of people 
involved in the supply and installation 
of interior and exterior furniture, and 
bespoke furniture packs, for all types of 
properties throughout Costa Calida and 
Costa Blanca.

The business works with over 200 
Spanish furniture manufacturers. They 
can offer a wide range of designs and 
styles across sofas, sideboards, coffee 
tables, TV units, dining tables, chairs, 
headboards, bedside cabinets and 
garden furniture, to name but a few. 
They offer their experience and 
know-how to inspire their clients; plus 
cost efffectively transform rooms with 

little refinements and touches. And, if clients have a 
brand new home to furnish, Jewell Furniture can 
create a complete, bespoke furniture pack, saving 
them the time, hassle and stress of trailing around tens 
of furniture stores.

Many homeowners don?t have the time to come to 
Spain and furnish their homes, particularly in the 
current climate. No problem, Jewell Furniture can 
provide proposals and ideas online, using design 
simulations to show how furniture would look. Special 
attention is given to space planning and to how people 
will use the property, so as to offer the right solution. 
Each order is managed through to completion, 
including measuring where necessary, delivery, 
hanging, installing, removing all packaging and leaving 
the property ready for use. Have a look at 
www.jewellfurniture.com for inspiration, testimonials 
and just some of the many available ranges.
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Jennifer Blower Interiors: Brighten up your home or 
rental property with Jennifer Blower Interiors, a quality 
bespoke soft furnishings business. First established on 
the Costa Calida over 18 years ago, the company gives 
unique interior design advice, based on its client?s 
objectives and style of property. It provides a personal 
service to homeowners encompassing complete 
design solutions or the option of purchasing individual 
soft furnishings. Jennifer also offers an extensive range 
and different styles of fabrics. To make handmade 

curtains, Japanese panels and roman blinds in the 
most delicate of voiles, natural linens, stand-alone 
black-out fabrics, recycled cottons, luxurious velvets 
and silks, for all tastes and budgets.

Services include everything from made to measure 
headboards, handmade lampshades that provide the 
finishing touch to compliment curtains and scatter 
cushions: plus 100% eco-friendly stone-washed cotton 
bedlinen. Also on offer are a wide range of curtain 
poles and tracks, vertical, day and night, wooden, 
metal and roller blinds.

BEV JEWELL & JENNIFER BLOWER
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Brighten things up with beautful hand painted tiles, 
painted by local artist Shane Manners. They make a 
perfect gift for your home, garden or a friend.

By day, Shane is a 
local gardener who 
owns the company 
?50 Shades of 
Green?. Many 
Owners already 
benefit from his 
extensive 
knowledge of 
plants and his 
combination of 
artistic flair and 
garden care. By 

night he runs a local bar in Los Belones. During his 
spare time, he is a talented artist.

He started painting tiles to brighten up the Covid 
lockdown mood, and the Owners Clubhouse were 
introduced to him just recently. As a local talent, we 
have decided to host his unique work through 
December. This opportunity will allow LMC Owners to 

buy tiles as low price 
gifts or to put a smile 
in a bland corner of 
your home or garden. 
Tiles are fully 
waterproof and so can 
be displayed both 
inside and outside.

Perhaps the bathroom 
or the kitchen would 
benefit from a 
seascape or a 
lighthouse? Maybe 
you would prefer a 
peacock, gecko or 
flower tiles to highlight 
a part of the garden or 
perhaps dragonflies or 
butterflies? Could you 
see a place in your 

home for the 
atmospheric African 
based tiles depicting 
the big 5? Or, why not 
brighten up your 
fireplace this 
Christmas with a 
nativity scene, a 
snowman or a larger 
than life Father 
Christmas?

Inspired by the things 
around him and his 
imagination, Shane?s 
ability for the subject 
work is extensive. If 
you have a special 
request for a 
bespoke tile or a set, 
you can simply order from him directly. In the 
meantime, the display of his current work may be 
perfect for you to purchase at the Clubhouse and take 
away.

Of course, as we write this, Covid restrictions prevent 
us from spending time inside of the Clubhouse. Still, 
you can take a quick look on your way through and 
then when you are at your seat, simply let the staff 
know if you would like to have one or more of the tiles 
on display.

Tiles are 10?  each, and you can buy them individually 
or as a set. 
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CLUBHOUSE PARTY MEMORIES
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EXAMPLES OF LMB WORK
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Would you like to join many well-known companies in
and La Manga Club and the surrounding area, and have
the most effective opportunity to promote awareness of
your brand and services to high net-worth La Manga 
Club owners? 

If yes, email Peter Morrow at >
peter.morrow138@icloud.com 

for our 2020 Sponsor Prospectus
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